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OROQUET.

‘The Origin of the Game — Its Moral
Features as a Pastime—1Lts Great Pop.
ularity and ifs Social Attractions.
The Oroquet Rezorts of Brooklyn,
The Drookiym O©Oonvention Rules,
The Prospect Park Crogquet Partles.

Captain Mayne Reid, in his elaborate treat-
iss on the game of croquet—~the most complete work of
the kind published—opens his book with the foilowing
linoes ¢ '

“You may talk sbout skating, and sloighing, and
dancin

Proelaimgt'ho delights of the rod and the gun;

Of the ride through the Park upon steed gaily pranciog;

Tho row on the lako until daylight 18 dono,

Praise the sports of the land aud the water, each one—

The bath by the beach, or the yacht on the sea;

But of all out door plensnres known under the sun,

A good game of croguet’s the swoeetest to me,”

There 1s an old saying that  the bow aver bent loses
its clasticity.” So spake a renowned sago; and thoe idea
thus fguratively expressed by Xsop, over his anclent
gamo of marbles, is equally true at the present hour
conveyed in the more homely modern formula, * All
work and no play makes Jack & dull boy.” It is the
businoss of all who have an fnterest 1a the phyaical and
moral well being of the racoe, to look with approbation
upon all healthful and harmiess games, and there {s no
g3me now in vogue which so fully carrles out the idea
of a healthy and harmless pastime as doos the gamo of
croquet, Unlike chess, billiards, and whist, it is &
gport of tho open air, and for that reason eonducive to
hoalth; whale it aleo has the advantage of most out door
pastimes, in affording casy exercise to the body, with.
out requiring that violont musoular exertion which
renders cricket, base ball, and many similar games ob-
Joctlonable to individuala of dolicate frame or woak

constitution., But the best argument in favor of oro-
quet is



IT8 MORALITY,

It bs no talot attached to it, and nover will have, It
Is too refined, too intellectusl ever to bocomo a gamb-
ler’s game, and in this respect it finds choss its only
equalin comparison. Auother attraction is its social
\nfluenoce; also its adaptation to all olasacs of soclety, to
both soxes and all sgos, from the child of ten to the
grandfsther of gixty, In faot, on the croquet fold as-
semblo “tho soven ages of man,” all with like certainty
°€ fhess S=9lME "GAME IN ENGLAND,
8ays : “In noarly every squara in London, where {t ia
permitted, croquet partios are golng on dally, to the in-
tenge delight of tho outaiders, who watch tho game with
the greatest interest. The London Arabs olimb the
railingato get a better view of the proceodings ; the
tradesmen’s boys and tho like moanwhilo allow the pur-
obases, which they ought to be taking to thelr destina-
tion, to remain baking in the sun, while they enjoy
their ahareof the fun. Aud, indood, tho scene lsa
pretty one, and the dresses adopted by the fairer por-
tion of the community altogsther charmtug, Short
dresgos are most provalent: short white muslins, looped
over colored silk skirts, caught up here and there with
colored ribbons, with theso Morio Antoinotio fichus
and jounty little hats—not the stiff straw hats, with
drooping feathera, wo wore sccustomed to of yore, but
mere morsels of blonde, covered with rosebuds, as co-
quettish and protty as any worn by the dainty shep-
berdesses to be seen on pleoes of Chelsea china, or on
tho pretty cups and saucers of old days. Not only in
tho squares, but in almost all tho suburbsn gardons,
croquet parties ara the rage, and most of the fine old
places in the nelghborhood of the motropolis, and
within an easy diatances of it, have croguet parties also;
but then those entertainments aro on a grander soals.’’

There {8 no denying the fast that the introduction of
oroquet haslalmost revolutionized our out door social
life, Itisthe only game of the kind in existence in
whioch both eexes oan participate. with equal gest,
pleasure and skill. Then, too, another advantago tho
game possosses, is that it can be playod on any ploce of
gross land at commsnd., Tho City Park lawn, tho grass
plat of tho mansion, the opon fleld, the vacant lot, or
the villaga green, all afford facilities for a gsme of
crofquot to a more or less satisfactory extont, according
as the flold Is woll rolled, level or otherwiso.



'Yho only drawback to the full success of the paatime
fa tho dificulty sttendent upom providing tho gawe
with o fully established codo of rulos. When the
game was (rat latroduced the rules were simple and
they.were thon very generally observed ; bul sinco tho
geience of croquet has been developed, new points of

play havo so multiplied that it has bocome almost a rule

for cach crofuet ground to have its own code of rules,
' TOE PROSPECT PARK RULES,

* For the information of tho general oroquet publie of
this city wo give the Code bolow, the Convontion, by
{the way, baviog copyrighted them, They are to bs
lbad only of the membors of the Prospect Psrk Croquot
(Association, at thoir Becretary's realdence, 66 Elliott
iplace, not being for eals ;
L—THE FIELD,
. The siakea may beo set 70 feet apart and the first
‘bridge placod T feet from the first stake; the socond
‘bridge 7 feet from tho firat; the third (or first wing
bridge) 14 feet to the left and 3¢ feet in advanoe of ths
sccond bridge; the fourth (or ceniral) bridge on a line
with the firat and secoud bridges and 21 feet in advancs
ofthe latter, The remaining five bridges shall be placed
st the same relative distancos to complete the game,
Thus there will bo ive bridges in & itne betwooun the
stakos and four outside or wing bridges.
11, ~LIMITS,

The ares of play should be limited to ten fast beyond
8 line drawn around tho game, hearing on the stakes
and wing bridges, and any ball driven to field shall be
brouoght back (in a direction tuward the cantre bridge),
to a point twelvo inches inside of this limit before play
proceed, otherwiso this privilege is lost,

L —~—BALLS,

The best balls ara mado of ocomposition or rubber,
and should be 3% inches in diameter and painted a
solid color, black, white, blue and red.

IV.—XMALLETS,

The mallets may be of boxwood, and are {a good pro-
portion, having the following measursments: Heoad
2)4x5 inohes, handls 235 tnohea in the clear,

V.—BRIDOZS,

Bridges should be 10 {nches in width and 12 {nches
in depth, They should be made of stout wire and
painted white, '

VI.~-PARTNERS,

Whon the partners have not been wutually agreed
upon, they may be deotorminced by all placing their
balls on a Lline, three paces from the satake and
all atriking simultanasously: tha two lodging nexrast
the stakes being partners and also winning the cholce
of balls, and the right to order the lead,

Yiil.—~XTOUR OF XLAX.
The tour of play should be to the left,
YUI,~LBADING,
The leading hall shall be placed at a point, on a line
with the atakes, and midway between the stake and

first bridge, ‘‘the apot,' and shail proceed to run the
byidges.

IX.~THE BLOW.

The blow ehall in all cases, be & fair, aquars blow,
made with the head of the mallet only,



X, ~PUBH BHOT,
1t shall not be lawful for the mallet to remsin in con-
tact with tho ball after the delivery of the blow.
" XY,—BOORING OR MAEING A POINT,
A point {s made by ruoning (or making)a bridge or
tomgg a stake, = d 8 .
= ~00BY.
Should a ball fail to make the first bridge, it becomes
8 booby, and as such must plsy from iis resting plsce.
Phym%;xpon & booby gives no right to further play
unless by the same stroke a point 1g scored. A baoby
cannot exerciss any of tha rights of & bridged ball,
XIII.~TWQ OTROXES,

If a player, with one blow, sneoeed in runaing more
than one bridge, or ln running & bridge and tolling the
stake, he shall be entitled to two strokee,

- IV, —~BUCOESSION OF FLAY,
) W}xen a player fails to soore, the mext color follows
i XVI.—BRIDGE ONCE MADE.
i::::Kxiidge once passed, whether by accident or design,
O,

IVIL~TOLLING THE GTAKE, )
A ball tolls the stake when it comes in contact there.
th,

XVIIL,—POBITION.
all4s not in position when by plaoing the handle
orAn?o mallet against the bridge on the far sids thereof,

ball tonches, except the ball"be properly running
:!h;: b‘:-ldge and has partially made the same,

X1X,~BOQURT.
A player is said to roquet a ball when his own comes
in contact therewith.
XX,~PROZEN.

Frozen balls shail be considered ag slready roquatsd.

Balls are *frozen” when they are in ocontact,
XX1,—OROQUXT,

A ball that has been roqueted, may be croqueted, This
may be accomplished by the player placing his own ball
in contact with the roqueted ball, holding his foot
firmly on his own ball and striking it a blow with the
mallet thersby driving the ball ln ocontact a greater or
less distance at his pleasure,

XXII,—UKOQUET DECLINED,

Croquet may in sny casa be declined snd play pro.
ceed from the.xesting place of the ball

XXI1U,—OROQUET ONLY ONOR,

Tho Erlvilege of croquet can be exeroised only onoe

on each ball in ap inving, unless a polot Ls soo
XXiv,—FLINOR,

In making the croquet, if the J»hyar’s ball alip from

under his foot it {s ‘‘a finch"” and his play ceasos,
XXV, —~ROQUET AND A POINT.

1f by tho same blow & ball m«tuet aunother and make a
point, the player sball have the right of eroquet or
roguet,

XXVI.—A POINT AND ROQUET,

If by tho ssnuio blow & ball make & point and roquet
it givea no privilego boyond the right to croquet an
continue its tour,

XXVIL—ROQUETING ARVERAL DALLM,

When by one Llow soveral balla are roquoted they

may be uetod o any order at the option of the
1 b

g;or, ut if this privilege Le axercised oun ono, it must
Eo exerciscd on all of tho rogneted bells,



AXVULMIBFLAUED BALLS.

Whon i{n uoting aplayor atrikes or misplaces any
othor ball with his foot or mallet, it shiall Lo tredted as
a “fiinoh,”

IXIX,~MISPLAOED DRIDOXS OR STARES,

Any misplaced bridgo or stake may be corrected on
discovery. :

3:!.—!0'!‘. »

Whéa s ball passcs tho last bridge homoveard, [t De-
comes & rover, and unloas ai the same time it wake
roquet 1t miust take posltion on and play from the
‘‘spot,” Ifa ball passce this bridge by any othor weand
than its own play it shall not ‘*spot.’

UST—-OROQUET.

'A rover mw:‘l‘okt;o. :nq wet without halding hhwsell
fast, and this distinguished privilege .h“l rogual —
croquet is the only enlargement of his '%vm
Whon he uses uot-emqnm‘h‘m ervqitola
taust be pemm::&y Qlaplaved, failivg lu viis his play
sonash YXEU~—-BOVER mm.“ T the ball s

When s rover tauches the howms ®aks 1
dead #nd must bo Feamvved frum the yround,

© ACQUIDANTS.

~DIPFLACKD BY AW ADYRRBANY,
m?ﬂuumm its poaition by ap adver-

sary, whathor by socident or intent, may be allowsd ¢
00 remaln or ba replsced atits owner's option.

XXXIV,—DISPLACED DY A FRIEND,

Any ball dfsplaced from %?ltwn by afrisnd, whelher

by acoidont or 1ntent, may be allowsd te so remaln or

bo replacea at the option of the adversary,
EKXXV.—INTERRUPTED BY AN ADVERSARY,

Any bsll interrupted In transitu by an sdversary may
bo' placed at aay polat on its general course at {ts own-
or's option,

EXIXVL~INTRRRUPTED DY 4 PRINND,

Any ball {nterrupted in transitu by a friend may re-
main whers {t resis or be piacsd at any point on s
genoral course at the option of the advarsary,

EXXVIL.—OTHER INTRRYERRNOXS,

plaky.?r ;ELIL:’:IJ .,'“‘"{“1’5‘ wlthdtl)y seme othear than the
ropiaced on discovery and an ints
Truptod bail may e struok over tgnn." e

MISPLAY,

XXXIVIIL,—QUT OF TURN DISCOVYERED DY AN ADVERGARY,

If & Lall §s playsd out of turn and is discovered by am
advormary, the adversary sball decide the play to rest
at the poiot of disoovery or 1eplace the balls at his
option aud the player lose his turn i due Plaoo and
tile,

XXXIX,~—~0UT OF TURN DISCOVERED BY A FRIRXD,

But if the discovery is made by a friend, the abaye
rule sahall atill upply, exoept he shall not loso his propar
turn in play,

¢ XL.—USING WRONG DALLE DISCOYERED DY AN

ADVERBARY,

If a pla‘var in discoverod by an sdversary using the
wrong ball, the adversary can docido tho play to rest
than or there or replacs tho balls, at his option, and the
player shall loso its noxt turn,



XLI,~WHONUG BALL DIBUOYERED DY A FRIEND,

It » playor {8 discoversd by & friond us{ng the wron
ball, the player may replace the ball and then pro¢
with his proper play—provided—if the origiusl position
cannot be remambarad to tho satisfaction of the advar-
sary, his play must occase thon and there.

XLII.—BRIDGE MADE IN ERROR,
A bridge made iu error cannot be oliallengod aftar a
sucoossor has had play.
XLIL~OUT OF TURN AND NOT CEALLENGED,

If a ball play out of turn and the discovory fs not
mado until another player has aucceoded, then the pro-
gross made ghall hold good,

L B AR EoK TWIOR,
A tall onnnot ba twioe croquetad during an {nning

(Without a.poiut lsd been scorod, but a player may
drive his aguinst another the seconcd time as & final act,

XLVI.—CHALLENUE ATOI'S PLAY,

Any act of misplsy, challenged by an adversary, stops
the inning.
XLVIT—POBITION MUST BE TOLD,

Any player must tell his position whon ask ed; esnre-
tosy requirea this, ¥very player may not ba ahle to
carry in mind the whole play, but each can aessily re-
wmember his own statua,

EILVIO—MOO0T POINTS BETTLED.

All oot potats may be sottled without ondioss
barungue, by s simple statoment of tho facts to all an-
aged and a majority vote shall be final, Incaseof a
i0, the aMrmativo and negative shail bo put and the
toga of a coin ghall docide.
XLIX—MODERATION AND JUDGMENT.

Playera should bear In mind that balls and waliets
are perishable and uot use unduoe fores in their Llows
a3 no distance boyond the Yimits, to which an sdvarsarg
may bo driven can ba of tho slightost damage to him,

It will bo seen by the above codo that the Prospaect
Park Association play what is known as “tight” croquat
which they claim roguires far more sakill than the rules
of *‘loose" croquet do. In the materlials of the game,
too, thay have taken a stop in advance, as they use only
the Albany Tenax balls—a composition ball, tough,bhard
and olastic—a ball made of paper fustead of wood,
Theae balls admit of more success {n {he making of
carom shots than do the non clastic wooden balle,
Loose cronuet is being gonerally abandoned among the
best playera of the game in England, and it is rapidly
being adopted here as the only game for experts,

A movement i3 on foot to hold a rogular croquet con-
vention in this city, noxt Spring, at which a rovisod
code of the Park Association rules could be adopted, sa
there 18 room for improvemont in the wording and
order of the above rules,

MATOHES THIS SUMMER
will he played at tho Park by the membeors of ths Park
Assoclation, which will prosent the beautles of tight
croquet vory fully, and the membors now stand ready
to accept ohallonges from any croquot olubs of New
York or Brooklyn to be played under their code of
rules, and with the Tenax balls.



